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We found many readers of the Faruxe at
Hinesburgh, and they spoke in terms of
praise of sl the departments of the paper,
snd think it is a little the best paper which
circulates thero.

Bl o asgigiya :

The Spriogheld Republican #278 that W,
H. Bardwaell of Eholbiiroe, Mass, has an ox
weighing 2700 Ibs whioh is gainiog two
huodred pounds a week. What a buster
b will be when he in ready for the Centon-
nial,

B SSREpeN -

While there in eight or ten inches of suow
in southerly Windsor sounty, with good
sleighing, and thirty inches snd all blocked
up in parts of Caledonia, in Chittenden the
wheeliog is fine, and an oceasional drift only
reminds the traveller
The temporaturs at the time of our visit was

balmy and spring-like.

Another friend u? :h: Fansgn, Me T, C.
Naramore, whose commusiestions appear in
our eolamns oceasionally, very kindly gave
conveyance for Mr Fuassett aod oursell
from the Hinsaburgh meeting through durk-
noss and mud to his farm home in Williston,
whenoe alter a pight of relreshing sleep
and long before daws we took our departure
for the early train.

A PSR

At a meeting of the direotors of the Ver-
mont state sgricultural society et Burlingtou,
December 21, applicationa wore received for
tke next fair from Brattleboro, Wiodsor and
Burlington. Presidest Merrill, James A,
Shedd and 8. (. Holyoke were appoiated a
committee to locate the fair, with instructions
to reccive proposals uutil February 1, and to
meet to decido on the location Febraury 15,
Mr R. Bradloy declined the position of di-
réctor, Lo which office ba was vleated, and F.
Goodhue of Braitleboro was elected to fili
the yacancy.

that it is winter,

Rev Mr Murray says it does not pay to
raise polts in New Foglavd, unless thoy are
worth st least 8600 upicoe when five yoars
old, He does not state what proportion ufl
those he raises pay for themselves st that
ptandard. 1t is a littls bad 1o tell furmers
that nine bundred and ninety-vine out of a
thousand of the colts they riise to five yesrs
old are produced at o dead loss of two or
threo or even four bundeed dollars each.
Bat so it is, seccordieg ‘to this authority.
He imparis the valoable joformation thut it
is very easy to raise them worth from $500
upwards, sud make it a dead sure thing

every time, How fortunate !
- -

T’he-muling of the board of l(_riculmrc
st Hinesburgh, December 22-23, was well
attended by the furmors and citizens of that

22; at the oall of Dr G. Wmith, lo o msidir
the muliject of & propsr ropresentation of
Vermont ab the centonnial.  Hon, Willinm
R. Suntord was elooted chairman and Heory
(Nark seoretary, when the opinion wes ox-
prossed by all that Vermoot should have
besd (uarters sk the eontounial, where Ver-
monters oould flud each other and to give
obinraoter to Vermont among her siater slates
at the contennial.  And the question srose
bow the nesemary funds should be provided,
Hou M. 8. Colbure maintained that there
shoald be a apecial session of the Legislature
to make an approprintion for the purpose,
Others were of opinion that the neeessary
fauds could be ruised by subsoription, Dr
Goldsmith stated that although the time for
spplying for space had wiready expired,
there would be roow enough. A commitles
of five porsons wére chosén to net an execn.
tive commitbes and have charge of aromsing
the interests of the people and raising funds,
and the following were ohasen as such com-
mitteo : Chov Asshel Peock, chairmau ; Joho
N, Baxter, Jacob Estey, Wm K. Sanford,
Dodiey 1. Hall, and Lawrence Braivard.
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L. B, Drew's Farm and Btock,

We had the pléasure, recently, of a viit
to Lake Ride Farm, the residence of L. 8,
Drew of South Burlington. Mr Drew owns
240 acres of land on the borders of Cham.
plalo.  From his elogant farm home, which
commands a magnificent view of the lnke
and the Adirondacks, his land slopea down
to the Iske shore,

Mr Drew believes in the value of blood,
and practiovs what he preaches, His herd
of Ayrshire cattle, now numbering nineteen,
are quite well known to Vermonters through
theie frequent exhibition st the state fairs,
where they have won a large pumber of
first prizes,  His pedigrees are nll recorded
in the herd book. Ile also has his own herd
record kept in systematio way, showing the
pame, color, date of birth, pedigrea (sand
produce of cows) and disposition of every
animal, it sold, Mr D. breeds for milk, and
bas produced some fos milkers,

Thestallion **Drew,” one of Walkiil ohicf"s
got, hiss a plado on the farm, as woll as sev-
eral young colis of choice blood ; one being
by Bismsrek, he by Kysdick’s Hambleto-
nian, nod full brother to Mr Backman's
Ldol, and Gazelle (sold for 826,000.)

A flook of fifty pure bred Meriso sheep
exhibiting good ecoustitution and heavy
fleeces was not the least mitraction.

After diooer Mr Drew invited s to lake
o seat bebind afine stepping pair of oolts,
nud gave us a twelve mile ride to Hines
burgh, where the Rev Mre Hibbard of Char-
lotte rewarded him by a glimpse of the
“bright side of farmivg.”

- -

A Happy Retort.

Rev Mr Hibbard of Charlotte gave a leo-
ture at the Hisesburgh meating of the board
on the #Bright 8idé of Farming,™ which
abounded in sound suggestions and was enlive
ened by frequent haed hits nmd witty theasts,
all in such n pleasant vein that the vietins
eortld not Welp johiding fn the merriment of
the nudiense, who were kept in  the happi-
it possible humar. ln the questioning
whioh. Jullowed Mr Faseett's talk oo the
seldtion of dairy cows, Mre Hibbard, who
is & practical farmoer, as well as o olergyman,
joined, inquiring especially in refersnce o
selecting and raising culves, to ull of which
Mr F, gave dircet auswors.  Bat this suony
tempered agrigultural parson dida’s seom to
be quite satisfied with the iuformation he
got, mnd 50 he sought to gob am aoswer
which would cover the whole grouad by
askiog  what would you do in this matter
il you was in iy plage? Mr Fassett iu-
stantly replied iu bis dry, quiet way. +If
I wan in your place [ would preach.” The
roar of laughter which greeted this witty
response was contageons, sad kept breaking

sad surroundiog towns. A report of the
procéedings will appear, as ueunl, in the
Fanuen, and it is uonevessary to recita at
this tima the list of papers and nddrcmm.l
The exorcises wore of a high order of merit.
The board recoived ellicient ussistanoe from |
the other gentlemen appoioted to partticipate [
in the work of the meeting. Beveral vaius.
ble papers wera owmitted and the interesting
diseyssions abridged for want of time. The
people in attendance, who flled the hall to
its utnost seating capacity at most of the !
Beasions, held on o the last moment, and
liogered alftor the wectings broke up to talk i
over the subjeots whioh hed beeo under dis- |
ousslon, We found ao intelligont communi-
ty, who stand up manfully for farming, and ﬁ
aro williog and eager for uew light. The |
houplll:itj‘ extended so {.']u:(':l'ufll' to the
yvisitors from abroad, wade our say delight- |
ful, and we all departed boping to be there |

sguin.
Me H, A, Post of Hioesburgh, who took

...

home, and esred for him like & brother, al-
though o village farmer, keaps forty cows
bosides considerable other stook. 1lo sends
milk to the ochesse faotory for some five
month, aod makes butter the balance ol the
senson. He has fmproved bis dairy by a
oross of Ayrshire blood and thioks he gels »
bardy pow and s good milker. Hin stable
is in the basemeut of his barn, oo the sunny
side, well ventillated and sbove freexiog
toﬂMu- in the coldust wosther, Ties
with stanchions,
gestion fo regurd to stable foors—to bel
them iu olay, the slecpors of lovust being
sunk ioto, and the plusk resting on the clay,
By this method cold drafts under the floor
are avoided, und the ecomfurt of the cows
greutly enbaneed. Thid lutelligent farmor
belioves in the graes orop in prefereuce to all
others, as & profitable oue for furmems to
ralae, hyving & large woadow whioh yieldd
oyer two tons of hay to phe wore ou am av-
prage.
and we antivipate many wew subseribors
from his efforte

-— - S B
A weeting of vitisens of various seotions
of the state was hold st Ratleud, Decowbier

Mr Post gave us a nug: |

Mr Post is working for the Panuen |

out in spots wod spreading. When we part.
ed lrom our clorical co-laborer iu the thorny
field of sgrioultural progrens be hada't got
over laughiog at the settler he bad  got,

e e —pp——

| New Hampshire Board of Agriculture,

The Now Hampshire board beld o meet.
ing at Uharlestown, Decomber 16th, fu
tho marnlag Prol Dimosd of the New Hamp-
shire state agricultural collegs gave o very
able address on the “Adulteration of Food.”
Prof Cressy of the Massachusetts agricalti
ral college gave ao address on the * Diseases
of Domestie Aunimals,” which every farmer
ought to bear. Mr Sanborn read s paper
ot “Muaouren and  their Application,” the
suggestions of which, il heedod, would in-
prense the wealth of the larmors of Now
Hampshire many millivus,

In the aftervoon Jobn G, McKeen of
Bouth Aoworth read oue of his seosible pa.
pers on “Voultey” and Dea Buffom gave a

| wound talk ou “Neat Susck."
the editor of the Farmun ioto his plesssot |

The evoning session was opeped by Mr

Adams in o briel’ extempore discussion of

“Poultry,” followed by Mr Hubbard ol the
Vermout bonrd with & paper eatitled “Can
wi Muke Furmiog Remunerative 1"

| Mr Adamy then gave s cloquent address
on *Farming in New Humpahire,” when Dea
Buffum closed the exerolses by gounoral re-
warka aud urgoat appeals to the furmors o

" stick 1o the farm, raise better crops and bot.

tor moek and give to farming the oharapter

it deserves,

lthu sudiedoes expressed regret whea they
| were closed,

building.

The Oleomargarine Cheeso War,

| pud oshers ou hose writers who gave s fulr

The oxeroises were very iotoresting sund

The sttenduvoe wan fuir—a
good sudicucn in the eveuing, though a leves
spread its atiractions in avother hull fo the

It will bo remembgred that we characters
| iged the ouslpught by the Awmericsn Grocer

vepork of the waoulssture of sloomargarine
oheose as husty snd uncalled for. The Gro:
our and some olhars begin to see Lheir mis-
take aud aro froe to adwit that parties ou-
goged in this maoufacture are not doing »

thing that is oecessarily disereditable to
themsolves or dangsrous to the dairy Inter.
estn of the country.

The Grocer on learning all the laols in
regard to the misaulnoture of thewe goods at
the factory of Capt Gardoer at Maloan, has
the eandor to say “from all the weight of
testimony adlnced we are fully prepared 1o
admit that Capt Gardner's company muke a
fair. hooest and palatable produet, of whioh
they noed not boMshamed. "

.-

Heavy Cattle.

Mr Nathan (.
writes us

O the first of Docember 1 butohered =
bull whioh was two years old the ffth day
of last May, which weighed as follows :

Pioree of Westminster

Hhriokage wen -
| Or less than thirty per cent shrinkage.

A correspondont at Frankiin writes :

L motived in your paper a few wooks ajo
& statement of the weight of oune or two
oalves which 1 think we can beat.

Harrinon Uates of Franklin slaughterod &
bull eall (grade durbam) November 13, cight
wonths old, which dressed 405 pouuds.
When siz montha old he weighed alive 610
pounds,  His lood was sour milk twice n day
until four months old and three limes & day
sivce, Was lfed 100 pounds of middiiegs
during Augost and September.  Alter Oato-
ber 1. pumpkins took the place of milk onece
s day.

A e

The Ameriean Agriculturist,

This standard agrieultaral joursal having
finished its thirty-fourth year, snnounces that
With
an abile corps of editors wod writers among
the ablest in the country, it offars attractions
to the farmer whatever his départiment, which
For 1,60 o your it for-
nishes 100 double pages of useful and inters
esting roading and 500 or 600 more of fne
engravings. All of which may be had by
addressing Orange Judd & o, New York.

its centennial year is to he its host,

are hard to resint,

i

_ Charcoal as Manure,

Mr W. 1", Brooks writes to the Scientifie
Farmer as follows :

A correspondent of the Vermont Furmer
inquires, in the issue of Oetober 15, if char-
cosl ean be used to ndvantage as & fertilizer
upon the farm. The substance of the editor’s
roply to the question was, that as oharcosl is
an iwpure form of curbon, which enters
largely into the composition of sll plants, it
would seem to be a simple thing to apply it
to the soil iu such & way that it can be
utilized an n fertiliger. Heo then goes on to
say that he ean give no certain directions for
doiag it, and qualifies his Grst statement by
addiog that he 12 not sure that it would wot
remain in just the state in which it was sp.
plied.  He meotious various other uses lor
charcoal ; but these | do not propose to
touch upon, but shall eonfime myself to a
cousidoration of s value us & munure.

Thu idea that it muy ba o direct pauree of
earbon, which may be appropristed by the
plant, eaonot be too severely condemned, for
it is & well suthentioated faot that oharcoal
is alwost unchuuged by the operation of the
satural influguoes brought 1o besr upon it in
the so'l.  As well apply granitio rocks as a
sourss of potash, as charcoal as 2 source of
oarbion, 11 the carbon of charecal conld be
astimilated by plants, it would still bo ase.
lows to apply it fr the purpose of supplying
this element, for theve 15 an wmount of 1t 1o
the nir in tha lorm of earbonie sed, sufficient
for the production of ordinary erops through-
out the workl for at least one hundred years,
even il it were not revewnd. The faot s,
however, that the dedowpasition of plants
and auimaly, the respiration of the latter and
combastion are contiooally roplacing the
carbon used by vegetation, and hence o ap-
ply it i sy lrom Gir plavt-loed is utterly
useless,

There are, howevor, othar considerations
to be thought of Lefore deciding whether
charconl in of any value to the farmer an a
fertilizer. A few of theso L will notive. It
has w great power, when in & Goelydivided
stute, of absorbing gases, fixing wany times
its awn volume af some of them, Hence it
mauy be uselul ne an absorboot of ammoonis,
either mixed with decomposing manure, or
|p§1'-iwl directly to the sil,

e effsot of eharoonl on the physieal con-
dition of & heavy woil is desidedly henificial,
us it tenda to muke it lighter and  more por-
ous, thuy puttiog it i sueh » egondition that
it can bo acted an more readily by the s
fts volor, also, rendors it valaable for ap
plication 1o w» eold, clayey soil, sinon, by

beat-absorbing power ;

Natwithstanding these beneficial influen-
oes, however, ohurcoal is not of suficient
value sl a ﬂrop-pnnhlriuﬂ igent to pay for
ita applicution, exoept in cases where it can
be procured and apulied at & very small ox-
pense.

We are very glad of this substantisl con-
irmntion by & sclentific writer of our nug-
gestions in rogard to 1he use of churcoal us
a fertilizer. We are not aware, however,
that what we said earried “the ides that it
muy be & diroot souree of earbon, which may
be sppropriated by tho plaot.”  Oa the von-
trory we supposed we were vory guarded in
the use of lauguage that could be construed
into a recommendation of charoosl as & fer-
tiliger an & direct source of carbon, or indi-
ractly, by tho absurption of ainmoniasal gases;
not going as far as Me HBrooks lu the latter
direction. The query srises in our miod
whathor thi gases it might sheorb from the
stmosphere aud from wanure decomporing
in the soll would then be avoidable Tor plant
food, or whether thoso valuable gasses would
be retained and consumed by & slow  progdse
of eombustion, snd we hioted ss much., Mr
Brouks sbemied to ansume that the gasee wo
sbaorlid wouled be wvailablo ws plant foed,
If thoy wre, it would secom that oharcoal
would be of imwense value to spread wpan
laud to abyord wmmounis from the air, And
yob bo says it ia pot of sufficient value o
pay for its application oxsept wheu applied
ut vory wlight expense.

Wo statel tho woll-known composition
snd sbiorplive power of oharooul, sod asked
for informution of others possesing & knawl.
edgo ol chemistry or praotieal kuowledge of
she subjuot, Our kuowledge of ohemisiry
is such ouly as & busy farmer mey pick up,

snd we oheerfully ascepl oritioism upon the
sohject 5o far s the name will haog together .

Hinoe writing the above wa have a com.
munioation on the suhjeot to be fonad o
another eqlamn, .

S ———
For the Venuony Fankus,

Economy m Fual.

For many yoars after the first settlemont
of Vermout this was a suhject that received
but little attention. Wood was everywhere
80 abundant that the farmer gave more
thoght to the oasiest way to rid himsell of
a superabundance than to any economy in ite
s,

This corirse buving been onee adopted it
was not eany to chunge it, and laod wes
cleared in muny places that ought to have
been kept for permanent wood lots, The
introduction of railroads has caused sn im.
meose inorease in the consumption of lumber
aod fael, 0 that st the present time the
economical use of fuel is important for our
consideration.

Undoubtedly more attention onght to be
given to the growth and pressrvetion of lur.
osta in order to provide agaiost fature wants,
but 1 wish sow 1o call attention to severs
ways in which there in grear waste in the use
of fuel, and the best modes of preventing it.
Thia point voeds no srgument, aa it is sdmit-
ted by nearly sll. A Westers friend of
mine claiwed that it was economionl vot to
have much of & woodpile eut up beforehand,
an his “women folks"” would ba more care-
ful and ot burn balf as moch as they would
il’ there was a big pile to go to. But | jm-
agine thut it will be some time before all our
suug Green Mouutuio farmers, and especially
their wives, will be converted to this kind of
cepnomy.

There are, however, many farmers even
in Vermont whose supply of dry wood gives
oul earlier or later in the winter, and they
are obliged to burn more or loss green wood.
But [ think there has been quite sn improve-
ment in this dircotion of late years, onused
walnly by the introduction of borss power
wachioes for sawing wood. Farmers are
wore apt to get good wised wood piles and
have tham all cut wp amd deying at onee
than they were when the ax was the sole re-
lianse. But this is not the only way in
which these machines have proved econ mi-
cal, They save what used to be lost in
chips. And tough, keotty loga that could
not well be worked up with the ax, are util
ined by sawing short, us there will theo be
bat few chunks that cannot be reduced 1o
dimensions suwall encogh so that they may be
burued in some sort of & stove,

Then thero is great loms by leaviog wood

Ny to growiog stosk ?

My praotion was, whes keepiog duiry, to
foed my cows, when foddering eommensed in
the fall, the wheat siraw with meal while
giving wilk; then on okt straw without
waal and dry thom off ; then on late cut hay,
and by the time they hegan to wake bag in
#pring. began again to foed moal, and fol-
lowed it up till the pasture furnished suffi-
olent feed. By st practice | had wo
touble with my cows doing “bad” they
always being in good condition in the upring.

1 will give ©8" auother result of feoding
grain to save bay, of which I keow = without
guesing.”  The winter of 'H0-'61, sucooed-
ig the grasshopper senson, [ of courso was
short of fodder, baviag oo old kay on hand
and cutting only about four toms, by estis

10 feed siraw to malubed slock vud feed the | yord mapure. O

mate, and » dairy of twentyfive cows and
teeme. | had, howover, the straw of nhol
sered of oata, cut before they were in l'ho!
milk, o save them from the grasshopper : |
also some whent straw the grashoppors
trimmed the leaves off from, but, not relivh.
g the beards, tho whoat was allowal to
matare, and o little othor coarse fodder,
Othior fusmers were ss bad off as [ was, |
tell you it was dark times for farmers, un we
oould wot sell cows for anything like their
value, For instance, the best offer [ could
get for the best one of six cows [ offered to
sell was §11, the buyer claiming that it was
to necommodate me that he made the offer.
L did not however take it to aceommodate
him,

After a good deal of Gguring. 1 coneluded
that, grain being so cheap, 1 would wioter
them at home rather than deive them off and
hire thom wintered, us somo did, | bought
western corn st 70 ceuts, and Canada onts
for 32 cents per bushel, from boats. 1 mixed
two bushels of sorn with one of oats and had
it ground, 1 fed about three pints of the
meal to each cow, unight aul morving, with a
little steaw, by patting tho meal dry on the
straw in the manger, it being tight., 1 bave
always Seen sorry 1 did not weigh the straw
giveo at evuch leeding, but there was but
little, us they would eat weal and straw so
clean while 1 was st breakfust that iheir
mangers looked as il just scoured. A gaunter
looking lot of cows thao they wera 1 never
saw, but they secmed 1o feel well, snd they
handled better than they looked, so 1 kept
them ou that ration till towands spring, when
I ivereased the meal. They came through
the spring all right, snd never did bettor
than they did the season following. Cust of
graio per cow 81050, nod pmbulllj' ool hall’
s ton of bay and straw, T. Bariey.

Bridpart, December, 1875,

|The suggestion that straw Lo fud to

exposed to the weather after it oooe becomes
dry. The best way i to pila wood, ns
soon ws #plit, under an open shed.
gle roof allowing free ciroulntion of air en
all sides is an good as any.

If oue will note earcfully the difforence in
hoating power between w oord of wood thus
cared for and one split up is winter and al.
lowed to lie exposed to sus and storm till the
next full or winter he will be surprised at the
result.

I the woodshed is a tight one it may be
best to pile the wood outside for a while, till
it is partially sessoned, but the danger 1o be
avoided will usunlly be found in lettiog it
stay oul too loug, rather than in putting it
i too soon.

Auvother loss is from unsuitable stoves, or
from huviog stove pipes improperly srrunged,
aud still another from wood unsuitable jo
size fur the purpose it is used for. Those
way be considered together. Wood to be
used for cooking purposes, cspecially in sum-
mer, should for the most part be spliv quite
fiue, so that it will both kindle snd burn out
(uickly, and & fire way be had when it i
winted ; but for the warming of dwellings
or shops the reverse is true, Hometimes
when the stovepipe i short, nod the stove
draws woll, and fine dry wood is wsed, much
of the hent goes up chimpey and in lost
Buch cuses are the ooly possible oves which
furuish any argumont for the economy of
burtiog green wood, as » mizture of this
will prevent it from burning out so fust, but
it is much better to have ocoarse, dry wood,
and with the soapstone stove or any box
stove thut has o cover that can be raized

vearly all tho tough koots that cannot bo
aplit can be used, mak ing, with proper care

takiog such » soil darker, it sdds to ils | f the drafts,u stesdy, dursble fies, that may |

be kept all night i’ desirable,
Howatimes & saving in heat can be cffvet.
od by the use of longer stove pipes, and |
| have ngliced within u few years that shoot
| iron heaters have beau introduced iuto stores
! aud shope.  They are usaslly placed upon
| the top or st the back end of the stove,
though 1 thiok they wight be located in »
| room above; the smoke wud heat pass through
| by ® tortuous course so that much of the
lutter in retained.
To sum the mattor up ina few words 1
may sy
Never burn groen woad,
Never lot wood that is dry get wel again,
Lot the wood be propared with reference
to the use for which it is inteuded, aud bave
sloves and pipes properly wrranged,
Watsfield, December, 1875,

LR
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For the Veumony Fansei.

Feeding Meal to Saye Hay.

‘

In the Fanmen of Ducember 8, «H." naks
some questions in regard to saving bay by
foeding mesl, Tlaving bad wome experienco
in feeding woal, I will give him, through
your columos, the results of part of the vame,
Por L sm wutisfied that it payn wall to fead »
little mosl to stock, especislly dairy stock,
The wsusl praotioe with farmers i 1o foed
all their conrse fudder to young sud growing
stock | honge in the spring they are not us
heavy us 10 the fall, haviog lost more lu
flesh than they have gaived jo growth of
frome. Thus we have lost half & year's
growth ; therefore we have but & susll returs
for the fodder, an the straw does pol contain
putvioieut enough o sustain vitality and
promote growth, Therulore ia it not hetter

A sig- sound. That straw is of great value an food

matured ptock, fustead of growiog stock, is

When out
curly and cared bright, and accompaniel by
a sumall ration of grain, stock will wioter
well onit.  Lioseed meal in especially adapted
to this uwse, an it sbounds in sitrogen, which
the straw lucks, as stuted jo wo abstract from
Prof Atwatoc some months since.

Such experimants as the above suggest the
iniuiry whether it doex not cost too much 1o |
wiuter mature cattle by the usual metbod.] I

.-

for animals is eqaally true,

For tlie VanuoNy Fanuen
Charcoal ; Its Properties and Uses,

Wood, from which charecal is muauafae. |
tared, consists of three elements : Uarban,
and oxygen and hydrogen gases, with a lit.
tle inorgauio matter remaiving after combus-
tion in the form of sahes, Hlence, though
the hydrogen is in execss when compared
with the furmula roprescnting water, wood
way, fur convenicuos, by represented by car-
bon and water,
the opun air, or whero the air has free socess
to it, the water is set at liborty sod passes
off iuto the stmosphere in the form ol vapor
and subsequently falls to the carth 1w raip,
soow uuld dew,

Whea wool 1= burnsd in

The curbon unites with the

oxygen of the air, forming o rhonio meid gas,

rises wod becomes diffused through  the ats |
mosphere to be again sbsorbed by the leaves
L of plants.

When wood is exoluded from the free no. |
cess of wir, an i0 pits, the result is very difs
The water in eoxpelled; but the|
carbon remaios sud is lamiliarly kuown an |

ferent.

I charcaal, ‘This wuy vow be submitted to the
most intense hest without change, provided
But i hested in opon
uwir it buros up, unites with the oxygen of

| the atmosphire us in the former case, leaving

oxygea Lo excluded

alsa the inorganie matter,

Towe sbsorbiog power of charcoul, when
It then takes up 90
times its bulk of ammoniacal gas ; 71 times

new, is very great,

its bulk of hydrogen, Lix absorbiog puwer
is groatest in thar made of tho wost selid
wood, and diwminishes when roduced to pow-
der,

By ita great power of absrption charcoal
cun be made very servicable about buildiogs
where slopa are thrown ; in the privy nod
all pluces where noxious, offévsive vapors
arise to endanger health and comfort, Aud
by thus tuking up ammonisosl aod other
goees it wmay be applled to the soil 1o the
advantage of growing crops, It is itselfl ap
olewent of avery plant, and when ita disin
tegration in effuoted it must be of valye to
the soil, But whother this will ogour in o
g-uenli.on. the writer is uot sble to say. lis
disintegration in eortaioly very slow ; henoe
the importanse of its reduction to small

pleces or powder bafore applieation.

lu 1842 My Flomiog, Englishwan, wade
& very intoresting experiment with 22 differ-
eut tertilivers, and among this nomber was
churoval redueed to powder. The land is
deseribod us & “light loam, looke in toxtury,
bard, full of small stones, and ns pearly as
possilile of the sawe quality.” The laud
was divided off iuto 28 plots, aud each wus
treatod with a different fertilizer, except the
laut, which reccived wothing. Plot 1 re
colved night soll and peat wixed ; plot B,
sulphste of smmovis, (uick lime aud soot;
plov 0, wood obarcoal sd the rate of 60
bushela per imperial nere ; plot 13, satumsl
guano ; plot 18, wood ashes ; plot 22, farm.

o flie Gth of Juoe the lnnd
was all gown with Swedish turnips, and Nos
vember the 291k the erop was gathored with
the fullpwiog rosult in pounds per imperial
aore ¢ PG 1, 45005 plet 8, 4820 5 plot 6,
(the oharaoal plet,) 4240 ¢ plot 18, 0500 ;
plot 18, 3000 ; plot 22, 5200; plot 28,
(taot recoived nothing,) 5440. Deducting
the pumwber of pounls produced by ths non-
fertilined plat, there remain H00 poands that
muat bave been prodused by the application
of echarsonl, Whether thess 800 pourds
were prodaced mainly by the charooal itaelf,
or wheiber by (ho absorption of gaseoas sub-
stances lo the stmosphere, and their delivery
to the plauts on dewand, the charcoal did
not set most cffeotunlly, way, perbaps, be
queativonble. | am ivclined to the latter
apinion,

An axamiostion of the plots shows that
gight plota in the 22 yiclded lesa than the
charconl plot.  Among these are thase treats
od with wood sehos, gypsum, quick lime and
bone dust. Lo this experiment patural gu-
ano and bove dust gave the largest return,

Wilmingtan, V. &K O
- .-
For tue Vemwony Fanwan,
Bubdning Bees.

Many persons are deterred from keeping
boes from the fear of stings ; yot were it not
for their stings, the birde, ants, waspe and
other soemics would prey upon them and
their stares until, doubtless, the race would
soon  beocome But the command
given to man to “have dominion over the
fowl ol the air, the fish of the sea,” ete,
spplies not less to the ndustrious but vindiet.
iva bee than to the beasts of the field. The
will horse of the plaing, by » little skitltul
management, becomes dooile and  tractalle,
and the clophant, that mighly giant of the
oastern jungles, soon becomes the most obe.
dieot servaut of man, Aual so may that
justinet given 1o brees to defond theie stores

extinot,

be casily overcome and
harmless as flies,

they hecome as

Bees, when filled with boney or thor-
oughly frightened, seom 1o lose all disposition
to sting, and become harmless and tractable.
Shutting the eotrance of the hive and rapping
upon it for a fuw moments, or blowing o
little smoke into the entrance before they
ara distucbed, will fe'ghten them, when they
will ut onee 611 themsolves with honey, aod
any neoessary opcration with the hive can
bo performed with very little danger. OF
course there are some colovjes that it takes
wore Lo aud care to subdue, A ohild of
ten years understanding these simple axiots

can, with a little expericnen, haodle bees |

uearly or quite as well as one of tnose pomn.
pous, puffing, “professiousl bee tamers" who
ure oot unl'mq:lumly sevn at our sgricultural
fairs, in the midst of a ceowd of gaping rus.
tics, expatiating upon the merits of their new
spatent, double, compound, bauck-neting, rever.
sible, house-warniiog, surplus.gettiog, mova-
hile “Farm Iighfn five
dollars”  But [ am digressing.

Different kinds of smoke affect bees diffier-
ently.
rememiber the effect of the sulphur sinoke
ased by our fathers. Tobaoeo smoke soetus
to uffect bees as nlcohol uifects man, ;Ilhuugll
many use it still.

comh bee hive."

Thore are vone of us wha do wvot

I believe it is not near
an good as that from oofton rags, or rolten
wosl or punk. No lover of baes loves to
son them staggering abont from  its  effeots,
Puff ball smoke is sometimes used, wfleot.
ing the bees as  chloroform
orealures

does  largor
They seom to recover from the

effect of it il sufficicot wir is° given them.

Thin kind of smoke is useful in uoitiog eolo- | apinion,
oics in summer. They should be kept confined | of

shaep broeders of Vermont will have to look
otit or he will be at the head,

Everything on the farm looked well, and
appenrsd to bave good oare. For exomple,
oo of thair cats waighs only 17 ponnda, aud
mensures throo feet from tip of noss to tip ol
tail, There is & good sugar orehard oo the
place, and from 1,500 ta 1 800 pounds of
sugar a year are made,

I trust this farm will be kept and worked
by n Mead as long as any fsrming is done
in Yermont. [Then John H. must think
af other farm stock than sheap.] Such cases
wre very rare. We do not siay long ssough in
a place to make a home. The average Yao-
kee buys a farm, “skine it," sells it for what
it will bring, buys another and puis it
through the same process.

What & difference it would make if farmes
could remain in the family, as this farm has,
Every generation eould muke improvements,
sot out trees, that when one huodred years
old would be worth as many dollars. Bhade
trees are worth oaring for; 1 bave heard
many men remark that they would give a
hundred dollars if thoy had such no elm as
some of their more fortunate neighbors had
On being ssked why they did uot set oul ove
that snswerod, it takes too long for them to
geow and my boys will never make farmers.
Mr Mead has n glorious future before him,
wndd 1 prediot ho will make his mark yot.

Joun G, MoKexs,

South Acworth, N. H.

- b -

For the Verwoxr Fanwen,

Horse Power for Hoeing.

Ewron Vensoxr Fanwen :—Have you
had expericoce with different cultivators,
horse hoes aod Thomas' Smoothing Harrow,
to koow bow they work on our rough lunds?
Can hard hand hoeing be dispeised with by
s,

[Our correspoudent asks for the result of
our experience, and evidently doea not care
to have what we have learned in that hard
schoo! mixed with era theoriea of our own
or othera’ on the subject.  We have not had
wide experionce in the use of different culti-
vators and harrows for superseding hand
hoving, mod can say but littls upon the sub-
jeet from our own positive koowledge. To
start at the begioning in answering the
fuestions we must admit that we huve never
used any machine or implement operated by
borse power which on the rough, stony land
of our furm did sctually supersede the hand
hoe. We wsed the Thomas harrow last sea-
sou, aud where used socording to directions
it operated just as recommended, eradicatiog
the weeds without appareot isjury to the
corn,  Where the corn was suffered to grow
up three or four inches high before it was
put in, it baried some of it out of sight.
The hurrow is not responsible for our neglect
to begin its use s0on enough, and we incline
to try it more thoroughly another season,
Other farmers in town, who used it on both
corn and potatoes, report to us that it did
almost all the work io the latter and all in
the former.

Wo have used the horse hoe made by K.
D. & O, E. Reynolds, Brocktos, Mass, for
hilling potatoes sfter running through a com-
man cultivator, at & preat saving of hand
Inbor.  But the use of the hoe was found to
be required to finikh up the bills.

We have never used or seen the Noss
hiorse hoe in operation.

their uve ?

When corn is planted in straight rows
both ways, snd the cultivation is seasonable,
thorough and  frequent, the haod
bor iy greatly ubridged. It s
however,  that  the

is less i the

la-
our
labor

heeing corn

for a little time after they come 1o, as they |p|numl with a plaster, for the resson

seein bewildered and wre apt to fly away
never to retarn.  For ordivary use 1 find
wood decnyed sufliciently to hold fire (maple
wood is best) the most desirable. Lo case a
colony is very hard to subdue or in the fall
of the year or in cold westher a fow stalks
of wormwood with the leavos on wmay be
proforable wid more offestive.  One may al-
ways kuow wfter a little experignos when it

| in sale to bandio bees by a poouliar sublued

humming they make aftor being treated to

smoke, J. K.
- - - -

For the Veruoxt Fanuen,

The Mead Farm,

While attending » meeting of the state
board of agriculture st West Hutlaud, No.
vomber 24 and B0, | was fortunate enough
W slay over night with the Meads And
one thing secws very vuousual ; the furm
bus heen owned by u Mead ever sinoe Uol
Jamos Mead firat settled in the town of
Rutlaod in 1700, He wnd his wife were
the first white people that seitled in Rut.

land. The farm bas been in possession of

| the Mend family ever since, and in now oo-

oupied by Abner J. snd his soa Jobhe H
Mead, The latter is tho fifth gonerstion
that have lived on this farm.

At the time of the battle of Hubbardston
Uol Meud's wile caught u stallion the men
vould not cateh, aud put on an old-fashionod
pillion, wod rode him to Beunington in one
day, carrying one child in her arme, snd one
belure aud ove behind hor on the horse,

The farm contains 220 nerea.  The wslook
kept last winter was 17 head of cattle, 100
Merioo sheep nnd three bomes. Joha H.
Mead, now sbout 27 yeara of age, began 1o
breed Merino sheep when about ten years of
He haw
s natiural liking for Merivos, and has been
vory suvoessiul s o breedor. His flooks
bave taken several prémioms, both st the
county and state fuirs, The flook average
ten pounds, uowashed, and rams have shoared
o bigh us 30 pounds, and ewes 17} pounds,
The flock show good constitution snd good
broeding. The sheep Mables are vory cou.
venlont with the exception that the wuter
does not comwe into the stable, but into the
yardi. Wood outs of eelebrated Merino
rams sod ewes are plooty, the walls of the
sheop wtables buing well lined with them.
Mr Moud has made salos of shoop lo go 1o
noarly every siate in the l'nion where Me-
rino shoep are kepl,  1f be prospors, the old

age sud bas kept at it ever sinoo,

that the seed is diatributed in & live in the
hill, aud the cultivator may be run very
close to the rows. ‘T'he yield of corn is -
oreased by plaotiog with a cultivator as it is
i some sense drilled, the seed being seat.
tered uloog in the hills, each stock haviog
wore room to grow and develep than when
they are all in & cluster as is common with
hand plonted corn.

There is u great difference jn oulitivators.
A loog frame is preferable, as it runs more
steadily, and can be guided up elose to the
bills  without the eorn. A
short cultivator which is ** wabbling " one
way andthe other is a thing to try the pa-
tlenee ol u inan and tear op his corn,

When witeh grass abounds it is ueccssary
to havo somethiog that will wproot it, run-
ning deop, nud taking everythiog before it
Lu other cascs wo prefer a cultivator to run
shallow, to hnve o Inrger number of teeth,
which reach wod turn up every inch of soil.

uprooting

We beligve in the uso of horse power in
hoviug ux woll ad fn other farm work, and
shail be glad w bhave our readers give ac-
coutts ol their owe sotoal experience, |

.- —_

For the Vansony FanMER.

Comparative Value of Hay and Meal.

Bectug the question ssked in the Fanmen
of Docember i, il *ten bushels of corn wonld
#avo » ton of hay,” | thought I would say
w word, or give a bit of my experivuoe.

Theee yeurs ngo | was short of bay, and
bod thirty cows snd s spun of horses,
Koowiog that | must buy hay or meal, 1

For the Vauwoxy Fasuan,

That Sick Heifer,

I hava constited all whom | have sesn
about my heifer, aver since she was taksn
siok, and all said it was some trouble with
the gall and liver. 1 dootored for it sll the
time, dnd otill she grew worse, aniil 1 thought
sho could never get well; and, as she did
not eat or drink aaythiog for ten days, 1 had
her killed. [or liver and gall wore as por-
fect an any oreatura's ; all we could fiad out
of fix was her third stomach, which was o
doonyed that it would tear hke s picce of
wel, browa paper, and sl the food in it was
completely baked up, so that it was hard,
The folds of the stomach, and the stomach
itself, were all torned black, and decayed,
I eall it inflammation of the stomnoh. If
that is not right, will some one tell mo what
it wan, und if there was any eure for it ; and
if' »d, what it wan, and I will be greatly
obliged, and it may be a belp to others.

Youra truly, D. W. Rournrs,

West Hartford, Dhc 10,

{1t is pomible that the strauge oondition
ol the stomach was the result of disease
slone—inflammation, perhapy, oceasionad by
exoensive satiog or drinking ; and it may have
been occasioned by some poison taken with
the food, or even by drugs administered, It
is never safe to use medicioe much at ran.
dom. |

Fur the Venwoxr Fanunn,

Hay in Place of Meal.

o—

In your issue of Decamber &, 1 noticed
communication entitled Baviog Hay by
Feeding Meal." I would say that, last win-
ter, being short of hay I tried the experiment
of feediog straw and bran, 1 commenced,
the middle of Decomwbor, fcediog saventeen
cows with oat straw, three times a day, all
they would eat; and every night after feed-
ing I put two quarts of hot water upon their
straw in the mangoer, the water being salted,
which was what the cows weeded. [ then
sprinkled over three pounds of bran to ench
cow, and kept them upon that feed six
weeks. | never bad my cows do hotter ;
vousidered it equal to good hay.

Now, il any ono is short of hay, aod has
got straw, he can save his bay by feeding as
sbove. This winter [ am feeding twenty-
five cows the same feed, except that I give
two quarts ol coro and onts, ground, If I
had to buy my grain I should much prefer
bran, ns the manure from bran is worth
more than that from any other kiod of fecd,

Axprew J. Hovvisren,
North Montpelier, December 9.

Bteaming Food for Cattle,

The editor of the New Kogland Farmer
haw visited parties who practice steaming
food for cattle, and gives a desoription of the
process as conducted by Bela J. Stone of
Westboro, Wm T. Merrifield and L. F. Ban-
aroft of Worcester, all in Massachusotts, nod
John Dimon of Pomfret, (ono,, and thus
states the conclusions at which he arrives
after careful study of the question,

We have visited barns whera steam was
used, and bave found the floor flooded by
water lrom leaky steam pipes, or worse yet,
by hay tes from the steam box, and where
e covering boards aud rafters were all
coated with frost from the condonsed steam
that leaked from some portious of the appara-
tur.  Aud we have seen cows fed on steamed
food in stables so loose and open to the
wioiry weather that the feed would almost
freeze before the eattlo bad time to eat it.
Feeding steamed food under such circum-
stances seems like baginning n job st the
wrotg end, like saving st the spigot and
wastiog at the buog,

The conclusion we are melined o adopt,
after all our investigations of this subject, 12,
that, if one has considerable quantities of
coarse or inferior fodder 10 work up, and
wishes to make up for ite iuferiority by the
use of grain, aud if the prigeipal object is
selling miik by measure, without speocinl re-
gard to quality, aod if tho number of cowa
kopt ia large, say twouty or more, aod one
expeets thesn conditions to exist several
years, it will pay to purchase a good steam
boiler and cook the feed for his cows; but if
the number of animals is small, the quality of
hay tho very best, as wheu good grass is cut
betore it blossoms, and the object of feeding
is apything but makiog wilk for warket, he
had better make bis stables as warm aud com-
fortable as possible, and feed his hay whole
and raw, rather thao fncur the expense and
extra labor necessary for steamiog food. We
also believe that many who have adopted
steaming aud have, at the same time, mado
their barus warm and comfortable by tighter
coveriog, or by fira from the furaace, or by
both, and have also warmed the water drunk
by the eows, would Bud it ot u little puz-
tling to decide just bow wuch of the im-
provement in the condition of the animals,
the incrense in the amount of wilk, sod wav-
ing of fodder in due to steaming or cooking
the food, snd how muoh to the genoral im-
provement in the vare and mausgement of
the wnimale which usually sccompanies the
introduction of a sieamer on tho farm,

.

Putting the Seap-Suds to Them.

A ecorrespondent of the New Y ork Tribune
says be hay “waited for some ove to invent
an casy way of killing the apple tree borer ;
but the ohisel, mallet, knife and wire are
ouly recommended, and io using them I
have had to cut & six inoh apple tree until |
could wee daylight through it to kill a single
borer. My way of getting at this miserable
‘worm of the dust’ is an essler ono and

vhose the meal, | commonced, the law of
January, to feed two quarts o day per cow,
in plnce of noon feed of bay, savieg one-
third of hay, sud watching closoly for the
result. 1 soon becamie satisfied that my
cows wero dolng quite as well, il' mot better,
than when haviog the noon feed of hay,

About the first of Murch 1 jvcreased the
mesl Lo lour quarty, leasening the hay by so
wush, ludiog, by weighing bay und medl,
that meal was tho cheaper food, | have no
doubt they would have eatva wpearly, or
quite, an much bay, had it beeo given them,
My object was to save hay, Now for the
resulis,

1 never bnd my cows do better on coming
in, or mske more butter during the spring
and on going out to pasture.  Hut for milch
cows should mix with meal an equal quun-
tity of whoat bras or shorts. (. A. Oown.

more effectual. 1 out & sumac or alder one
foot, more or less, long. punch out the pith,
cut one cod with u slope, bunt the borer's
hole, clesn it oul st the estranoe with & wire,
place the bevelled end of my tube against it,
take some putty-like olay that L got In our
wpring branch, plustor it watertight around
the end next the troe, il the mbe with very
strong soap-mds, sud the thiog is done, No
matter how crooked the bole ls. or whether
it goes up or down, the suds in the tubo will
foroe itsell to the end, 1 have triol it two
years and have not Miled onee., OF oaurse
wny kind of small hollow tube will do, and
aoything that will make it water tight will
do to plaster ik with.™
s

By means of irrigation the sage brusk
plaing of Nebraskn praduce grain, vogetahles
sud Fruit of mammoth proportions.

Threa var loads of silk-worm sggs, worth
$U,000,000, arrived ia Now York, recently,
vin Ban Frasclsco, in 30 days from Hong
Kong, and are going to Italy and southern

Westford, December 0.

Fravce,




